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Prayer’s End 
By Father Art Callaham 
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In preparing for Ashley Cook’s and my current Adult Sunday School Class on prayer, I 

revisited Karl Barth’s short volume on Prayer.  In his opening chapter, he makes a 

case for the centrality of prayer in the thoughts of 16th century reformers, particularly 

Luther and Calvin, even as he highlights some popular misconceptions about the 

nature of prayer itself. 

One of his more compelling suggestions is that we, as faithful people, should begin 

our prayers at “the end” rather than at “the beginning.”  Or, to put it another way, 

we should begin our prayers with the end in mind.  For Barth, God’s sure and certain 

answer is the logical end of prayer. 

Many of us, myself included, begin each prayer silently wondering whether God will 

answer or not or include an extra petition that God answer “just this once.”  Where 

we may see this as humility, an acknowledgement that we don’t always ask for the 

right things or in the right way, Barth suggests that this is a misunderstanding of what 

God is all about.  God’s answer, Barth suggests, is certain, even more certain than our 

ability to ask at all.  In fact, God even answers prayers that we are unaware of.  Our 

heart speaks, God answers, and somehow our intellect misses the boat. 

How would our prayers change if we started from a place of confidence about God’s 

goodness and his certain answer to each prayer?  Would we ask for different things?  

Would we ask more regularly? Would we be more faithful in looking for the answers?  

I think we would do all of these things. 

Most importantly, I think we would be less shy about spending time with God.  We 

would give-up our fixation on our own unworthiness and sinfulness.  We would allow 

ourselves to be “as Christ to God” (Gal. 3:27) and would realize that the deeper 

relationship we seek already exists through the power of the saving work of Jesus. 

Prayer is just the beginning of our relationship with God.  Let us recommit to that 

beginning, with a full understanding of the end God has prepared for us. 

Grace and Peace, 

Art+ 

 

ñOur heart speaks, 

God answers, and 

somehow our 

intellect misses the 

boat.ò 
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MOE Reflections 

The inaugural week of the Middler Outreach Experience also marked the beginning of my 

first VBS and local mission experience at St. Cyprian’s, and I have to say that I am incredibly 

impressed and pleased by the outcome.  Designed to provide a service-oriented, off-

campus VBS time for rising 6th and 7th graders, MOE offered eight youth a chance to serve 

and learn about different outreach organizations right here in Lufkin.  Our week kicked off 

with a ROPES course at Angelina College and ended with a rewarding day of fun at the pool, 

but in between the MOE group provided aid to The Women’s Shelter’s Thrift Store (opening 

August 5th!), The Salvation Army’s food pantry, and CISC’s food and clothing bank.  A special 

thanks to Mary Ann Terry and Marcy Weibe for their help and hard work! 

When asked what the week meant for them, a few of the youth were willing to write down 

and share the following words. 

On Wednesday we went to the Salvation Army. When we were there we had to unload 

boxes of food and restock the shelves. I feel we learned to work together. I really had fun 

and liked Ms. Carolina. ς Joseph 

We went to the Ropes Course. We had so much fun going down the zip line. It helped me 

trust my friends. ς Charly 

This week I loved helping others and providing basic needs for them. We learned many skills 

like sorting, shelving, and cleaning. We realized that we are blessed and not everyone is as 

fortunate as us. I enjoyed serving our community this week. ς Elizabeth 

We started our week with a ropes course and had so much fun doing the zip line! I got to 

spend ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΩǎ ¢ƘǊƛŦǘ 

Store and cleaned toys for children. We also organized the back half of the store! Next we 

went to The Salvation Army and filled up the pantry shelves with can food, fruit cups and 

much more. The next day we went to CISC and filled buggies with different food and sorted 

400 pairs of jeans donations. This week we learned to trust our friends and that some 

people may need more help than us. We should be thankful for our good environment and 

our family and friends ς Matteson 

We went to CISC and organized some food. We also went to The Salvation Army. It was cool. 

We went zip lining and to Sonic. It helped me trust my friends. 

This week I had so much fun. We helped the needy and had fun doing it. Along the way, we 

learned to help people and to trust people.  

 

 

ñWe started our 

week with a 

ropes course 

and had so 

much fun doing 

the zip line! I got 

to spend time 

with new friends 

and got closer to 

God.ò 

By Carolina Armstrong 

JËÜÙ ãâàí æÙàÝÛÝãâ èÜÕè ëÝàà Øã ÕâíèÜÝâÛ èãëÕæØ ÙâæÝ×ÜÝâÛ íãéæ àÝÚÙ 

is the religion which inspires you to do something toward enriching 

èÜÙ àÝÚÙ ãÚ ãèÜÙæç.K - Anonymous 
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Please refer to the church calendar link on St. Cyprian’s Church’s website for up to date information. 
www.stcyprianschurch.org 
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LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST, 2010 

MINISTRY August 1 August 8 August 15 August 22 August 29 

Acolytes 
7:30 a.m. 
 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Kevin Jones 
Team 1 Leader:  
Traci Eckmann 

 
Ron Temple 
Team 2 Leader:  
Carol Riley 

 
Marianna Duncan 
Team 3 Leader:  
Carol Riley 

 
Chris Logan 
Team 4 Leader: 
Glynnis Shaddox 

 
Toni Moore 
Team 5 Leader: 
Carol Riley 

Ushers Jim Miller 
Steve Cook 

Max Alvis 
Walter Enos 

Chris Logan 
Brady Franks 

Mark Picou 
Mike Dilorenzo 

Bill Eckmann 
Rich Giest 

Altar Guild Belinda Brown 
June Clement 
Val Dobrec 
Diana Hineman 
Deborah Huffman 
Laura Logan 

Jacqui Johnston 
Len Medford 
Susie Shands 
Lynell Stover 
Susan Sumners 
Cathy Todd 

Marcia Ellis 
Peggy Gilbert 
Tennessee Love 
Kae Richert 
Sara Short 

Mary Benson 
Mary M. Gonzales 
Catherine Hylands 
Allison Moss 
Christy Westbrook 

Cathy Blanks 
Nancy DeVore 
Carol Riley 
Evie Stewart 
Susie Treadwell 

Breakfast 
Teams 

Loy Mack OôNeal 
Jim Miller 
Steve Cook 
Rich Geist 
Bill Eckmann 

Andrew Moore 
Benjamin Moore 
Jay Todd 
Jeff Todd 
Scott Ross 
Robert Holmes 

Chuck Moore 
Ralph Loggins 
Chris Logan 
Jimmy Freeman 
Thomas Moore 

Meb Todd 
Phil Medford 
Kevin Jones 
Paul McCurry 
Mike Hineman 
Jack Halter 

Bill Dobrec 
Mike Riley 
Max Alvis 
Jake Squiers 

Coffee Harriot Whiddon Joy Freeman Carolyn McDonald Catherine Hylands Suzie Powell 

Lay Readers 
7:30 a.m. 

Brown - L1,  
Gilbert - L2 
Peterson - O, C 

Brown – L1, L2 
Halter – O, C 

Gilbert – L1, L2 
Temple – O, C 

Brown – L1, L2 
Estes – O, C 

Gilbert – L1, L2 
L. Griffin – O, C 

Lay Readers 
10:00 a.m. 

A. Riley –L1 
D. Hineman – L2 
Miller – O 
C. Hineman - C 

Hylands – L1 
H. Squiers – L2 
L. Squiers – O 
Ray  - C 

A.C. Alvis – L1 
S. Alvis – L2 
S. Griffin – O 
L. Logan - C 

Bell – L1 
Sanders – L2 
L. Squiers – O 
Cook - C 

M. Nickle – L1 
Eckmann – L2 
Peterson – O 
Blanks - C 

Nursery 1 & 2 
Nursery 3 

Julianne Greak 
Traci Enos 

Tennessee Love 
Evie Stewart 

Stephanie Rasmussen 
Michelle Haney 

Julianne Greak 
Karen Ronaghan 

Marcy Weibe 
Shanelle Stewart 

Vestryman Halter Loggins Haney Short Alvis 

Funeral Team Charlie Hineman and Ralph Loggins 

Yard Team July 31: Team 3  
Bruce Love 

August 7: Team 4  
Chuck Moore 

August 14: Team 5  
Chris Logan 

August 21: Team 1 
Ron Temple 

August 28: Team 2  
Mark Picou 
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News and Announcements 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Needs of the Parish -  Daughters of the King (DOK)  

DOK members pray daily for those on the parish prayer list.  If you have a prayer request, confidential or 

otherwise, which you would like the DOK to pray for, please place a prayer request card in the wooden box on 

the table in the Narthex.   The request cards can be found next to the box.   If the request is asked to be on 

the published prayer list, please know  it will remain on the published list for 30 days.  Please call Laura Logan at 

366 -5048 with any questions.  

 

We invite you to let your need for prayer to be known.  

Diaper Shower for the Callahams 

The church will host a diaper shower for Erica 

and Hannah Callaham after the 10:00 service on 

August 15
th
.
 
 Hannah will be making her debut so 

please come and welcome her.  

Light refreshments will be served.  

 

Please contact Monica Cherry with any questions 

366.4349 or at monica.cherry@ymail.com. 

August Women's Fellowship 

Michelle Haney will be hosting our next 
gathering at 6:00 PM on Monday, August 30th 

at 110 Suntory Way. All women of our 
congregation as well as female friends and 

family are welcome!  
 

Please bring food or beverages to share. 
 

Call Michelle at 699-3594 for more info. 
 

Mid-Year Financial Report - The Vestry review detailed financial statements each month and is pleased to report 

that as of the end of June 30, revenues have fully covered expenses. The Vestry approved two major projects for 

the first half of the year – renovations to the church offices and painting the church exterior. Funding for both is 

being covered by church operating monies. Two additional projects have been given approval for the second half of 

the year – renovations to the Parlor and to the Children’s Christian Formation rooms. Cost estimates for these two 

projects are pending. Funding for the parlor renovations will come from the Memorial Fund. 

 

 We genuinely appreciate those members who have been diligent in fulfilling their pledges to date. Should you 

have any questions concerning your pledge, or should you wish to consider a pledge, please contact Carla Hight, 

the church’s financial secretary, at 639.1253.  Questions on church financials can be directed to the Finance 

Committee of the Vestry: Jake Squiers - Treasurer, Jane Ainsworth, and Michelle Haney. 

 

Attention Women: If you would be interested in hosting a WÏÍÁÎȭs Fellowship in your home, please 

contact Erica Callaham at 635-2705 or elcallaham@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

mailto:elcallaham@yahoo.com


Page 6  The Clarion, August 2010  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Youth Summer Fun  

The youth group will meet Sunday evenings 

from 5:00 to 7:00 for a short devotional and 

then recreation. They will need their own 

transportation to and from the scheduled 

meeting place.  

Come and enjoy!  

August 1 ð Powellõs, 1804 Columbine 

August 8 ðCallahamõs, 203 Crown Colony Drive 

August 15 ð McLaurinõs, 1707 Copeland 

August 22 ð To be determined  

August 29 ð Fo Foo, at the Church  

Dates on the Horizon 

September 12th ð Rally Day 

October 3rd ð St. Francis Celebration 

November 20th ð Community Food Drive 

Back to School  

Ice Cream Social  

 

A ugust 22, 2010  

3 PM to 5 PM 

 

The Gazebo at the  

Farmerôs Market 

Music Ministry Needs 

If you have gifts and talents for music that 

you would be willing to share during this 

period of transition, we are looking for 

vocalists, instrumentalists & people with 

organizational skills to arrange for and 

provide music for Sunday worship. 

 

Please contact Father Art Callaham at 

639.1253 or rector@stcyprianschruch.org. 

 

Acolytes 

If you have ever wanted to be an acolyte, 

now is a good time to start! New acolyte 

teams will be forming in September. Training 

will be provided. Both adults and children are 

welcomed participants. An acolyte needs 

only to have completed 4th grade. Acolytes 

are an integral part of our shared worship 

experience. Come join this special ministry! 

 

Please contact Carol Riley at 

criley@lufkinisd.org if you are interested. 

O, God, in the course of this busy life, give us times of refreshment and peace; and grant that we may so use 
our leisure to rebuild our bodies and renew our minds, that our spirits may be opened to the goodness of 

your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  BCP 825  

mailto:rector@stcyprianschruch.org
mailto:criley@lufkinisd.org
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Adventure on th e High Seas VBS  
Throughout the week of VBS the courtyard and hallways of St. 

Cyprianôs were filled with the sounds of busy, happy children.  

It was exciting to watch the children grow to know God better 

and love Him deeper.  

 Each day approximately 50 children learned about the mighty 

love of God. They were led by 50 adult and youth volunteers 

who demonstrated 

this love in many 

tangible ways 

throughout the week. 

Additional thanks for 

all of the many items 

donated. They made th e week a wonderful experience.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

August Birthdays    

2 Nancy Harvey 18 Tim Hill 
 Brianna Dilorenzo  Bubba Estes 
 Marco Venegas  Connie Hugon 

4 Lila Cherry 20 Nancy Ramsey 
5 Michael Rasmussen 22 Donna Strickland 
6 Lisa Griffin  Judie Dies 
7 Rich Geist  Scott Taylor 
9 Sue Young 24 Elaine Hunter 

12 Jerry Kimmey 25 Jerry Huffman 

 Meredith Nicols 25 Debbie Todd 
13 Justin Mays  Doug McLaurin 

 Sue Brawley  Reed McLaurin 
 Jackie Crossland 27 Don Brawley 

14 Larry McCall  Paul Hugon 
 Jonna Jones 29 Chris Logan 
 Sandeep Mathew 31 Suzi Powell 
 Gabriel Love  Millicent Irish 

15 Robyn DeVore  Kathryn Enos 

 

August Anniversaries 

2 Diane & Steve Dickens 

3 Patricia & Jansen Todd 

4 Anne & Jack Halter 

8 Valerie & Ted Fajen 

9 Carolyn & Steven Estes 

 
Opal & Pete Sumners 

10 Lureno & Axel Johansson 

 
Kathy & Kevin Jones 

11 Lena & Dyson Nickle 

15 Kerrie & Mark Picou 

16 June & Sonny Clement 

 
Karen & William Simpson 

18 Ashley & Steve Cook 

19 Nancy & Roscoe Harvey 

 
Kae & Steve Richert 

 
Amy & Jeff Thomas 

22 Velincia & Bill Dobrec 

23 Carlotta & Cecil Hunt 

24 Stephanie & Trevor Rasmussen 

30 Allison & Roger Moss 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Future Life  
By Victor Hugo 

 

I feel within me the future life. I am like a forest that has once been razed; the new shoots are stronger 

and brisker. I shall most certainly rise toward the heavens. The sun’s rays bathe my head. The earth gives to me 

its generous sap, but the heavens illuminate me with the reflection of – of worlds unknown. 

Some say the soul results merely from bodily powers. Why, then, does my soul become brighter when 

my bodily powers begin to waste away? Winter is above me, but eternal spring is within my heart. I inhale even 

now the fragrance of lilacs, violets, and roses just as I did when I was twenty. 

The nearer my approach to the end, the plainer is the sound of immortal symphonies of worlds which 

invite me. It is wonderful, yet simple. It is a fairy tale; it is history. 

For half a century I have been translating my thoughts into prose and verse; history, philosophy, drama, 

romance, tradition, satire, ode, and song; all of these have I tried. But I feel that I haven’t given utterance to the 

thousandth part of what lies within me. When I go to the grave I can say as others have said, “My day’s work is 

done.” But I cannot say, “My life is done.” My day’s work will recommence the next morning. The tomb is not a 

blind alley; it is a thoroughfare. It closes upon the twilight, but opens upon the dawn. 


